APPENDIX G

PRINCE ALBERT CATHOLIC SCHOOL DIVISION

ENGLISH ORATORY COMPETITION

Grade 7 Oratory

How to Write a Biography

A biography is simply a story of a life.

Biographies are usually about famous or infamous people, but a biography of an ordinary person can tell us a lot about a particular time and place. 

Biographies are often about historical figures, but they can also be about people still living. 

1. Questioning

A great biography is driven by great questions.

Boring questions produce boring answers.

Boring answers put readers to sleep.

Simple lists of facts are a bit like dry cereal… no milk…no fruit…no taste!

(“The Biography Maker” Http://www.bham.wednet.edu/bio/QUEST.HTM)

Step One

Choose a person you are interested in. Remember, you will be spending two weeks to a month learning, writing, and talking about this person. 

You may want to browse through the list your teacher provides to find someone worthy of your time.

Step Two

Browse through the following questions:

Basic
1. Where was this person born? In what year?

2. Where did this person grow up?

3. What does this person do for a living?

4. Why is this person famous? What did/does this person do to become famous?
Intriguing
5. What makes this person special or interesting?

6. What kind of effect did (s)he have on the world? Other people?

7. What are the adjectives you would most use to describe this person?

8. What examples from their life illustrate those qualities?

9. Which quality or trait proved most troubling or difficult?

10. Which quality or trait proved most beneficial?

11. What events shaped or changed this person’s life?

12. Did (s)he overcome obstacles? Take risks? Get lucky?

13. Would the world be better or worse if this person hadn’t lived? How and why?

14. In what ways was this person’s life remarkable? Despicable? Admirable?

15. Did this person make any major mistakes or bad decisions? If so, what were they and how would you have chosen and acted differently if you were in their shoes?

16. What are two or three most important lessons you or any other young person might learn from the way this person lived?

17. Many people act out of a “code” or a set of beliefs which dictate choices. It may be religious or politics or a personal philosophy. To what extent did you person act by a code or act independently of any set of beliefs? Were there times when the code was challenged or impossible to follow?

18. An older person or mentor is often very important in shaping the lives of gifted people by providing guidance and encouragement. To what extent was this true of your person? Explain.

19. What do you think it means to be a hero? Was your person a “hero”? 

     Why? Why not? How is a hero different from a celebrity?

2. Learning About The Person

A Book
If you can, find a book about your person. Books are often better than digital sources. They tend to provide more detail and more depth. 

They are often written by real scholars rather than fans and amateurs.

An Encyclopedia (online or print)

Do a keyword search and read more than the main article. See where your person may be mentioned in other articles. 

Make jot notes and summarize key findings.
The Internet
Visit sites on the internet and add to your research.

Interview

If you choose to write about someone you know, or a local personality, you may want to interview that person.

3. Putting It All Together: Synthesis

You have collected good information about your person.

The next step is to combine those pieces to present an enlightening, informative, and fascinating biography of your person.

· Which information pieces are gems?

· Which information has potential?

· Which information can be combined?

· Which information will you toss?

4. Telling The Life Story

Some biographies present a long list of details and facts strung out like pants, shirts, and sock on a line. 

(“The Biography Maker”  Http://www.bham.wednet.edu/bio/QUEST.HTM)

How do you tell this person’s life story? 

Take your ideas and jot notes and draft paragraphs which tell the important 

stories that show us what this person is/was really like.  

Tell this person’s story so your audience will think this is the most fascinating person they have ever heard of!

Ideas from:

(“The Biography Maker” Http://www.bham.wednet.edu/bio/QUEST.HTM)

