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	Background:
	The Board of Education’s primary aim is to develop and maintain a learning environment of religious excellence, as understood and inspired by the Catholic expression of Christianity, for the benefit of Catholic children.  Although the Catholic school community environment will best serve the children of separate school supporters, parents who are not separate school supporters may request to have their child/children attend a Catholic school.

	
	

	POLICY:
	Each school principal shall admit a child/children according to the guidelines, procedures and regulations approved by the Board of Education.  The Director of Education shall decide on any special situation not covered by policy.

	
	

	Guidelines:
	1. At the beginning of each school year a principal shall admit a child/children whose parent(s) or guardian(s) reside within the Prince Albert Catholic School Division, and:
a. is/are baptised in a Catholic rite or enrolled as a Catechumen, or 
b. is a member of another Christian tradition or a recognized world religion which respects the teachings of the Catholic Church, and fulfils the admission requirements outlined in this policy.

	
	2. During the school year a principal shall admit any student moving into the Prince Albert Catholic School Division based upon the student’s status according to Guideline #1 and school policies.
3. High school students, not of the Catholic faith, may be admitted as per Section 145(1) of the Education Act, and the admission requirements outlined in this policy.  Before permission is granted, the student must sign the declaration statement on the back of the registration form.
4. Any student who lives outside of the Prince Albert Catholic School Division and wishes to transfer to a Catholic school must:  a) have the permission of his/her school division, and b) must meet the admission requirements outlined in this policy.

	
	

	Procedures:
	1. Registration of Catholics* [*child(ren) or parent(s)/guardian(s) baptized

in the Catholic faith]
a. Parents/guardians of K-8 children will be asked to present a baptismal certificate for each child to be enrolled.  A copy of the document will be placed in the child’s cumulative file. 
b. If, at the time of registration the child has not been baptized, the principal will invite the parent/guardian to contact the parish priest to discuss the situation.
c. If parents/guardians are unable to locate a child's baptismal certificate they will then be directed to a parish or diocesan office for assistance.

	
	2. Registration of children whose parents/guardians are not of the Catholic faith:

	
	a. The school division accepts only those who are sincerely interested in benefiting from the teachings of the Catholic Church, and who want to experience the spiritual formation and community life offered by the Catholic school.
b. Parents/guardians who are not of the Catholic faith are expected to be active members of a faith community which respects the teachings of the Catholic Church.  The principal shall communicate this expectation.  

c. The principal shall communicate the following information to those parents/guardians who are not of the Catholic faith (Appendix A):
i. Definition of an Elector in the Prince Albert Roman Catholic School Division; 

ii. Candidacy for School Board Elections ;
iii. Allocation of School Taxes;
iv. Reception of Catholic Sacraments .
d. Before permission is granted, parents/guardians must sign the Parent/Guardian Declaration on the school’s registration form, whereby they agree to comply with and support, to the best of their ability, the philosophy of the school division, the Religious Education program, the Family Life program and the religious celebrations of the Catholic school division.
e. If the principal is in doubt concerning the admission of a child he/she may refer the parents to the respective parish priest for an interview.  After this interview, the parish priest completes and forwards the “Pastor's Reference” form (Appendix B) to the principal.  However, it remains the responsibility of the principal to make the final decision with respect to the admission of the child/children to the school.
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March 27, 2006
INFORMATION TO PRINCIPALS
The Policy IDC - Admission of Students requires that the principal communicate with parents/guardians who are not of the Catholic faith on the following:

a) Definition of an Elector in the Prince Albert Roman Catholic Separate School Division

b) Candidacy for School Board Elections

c) Allocation of School Taxes

d) Reception of Catholic Sacraments

The following notes are intended to assist the principal in this communication:

a) Definition of an Elector in the Prince Albert Roman Catholic Separate School Division No. 6

1. Eligibility to vote in school board elections is defined by Section 23 of the Local Government Election Act.  Subsection 23(2) reads as follows:

“To qualify to be registered as an elector in any election held in a separate school division, the person shall ... be of the religious faith of the minority that established that separate school division, whether Protestant or Roman Catholic, and, on being registered as an elector in that separate school division, that person does not qualify to be registered as an elector in respect of any other school division.”
2. In this regard parents or guardians who are not of the Catholic Faith are not electors in the Prince Albert Roman Catholic Separate School Division No. 6.

3. Section 23 simply excludes parents or guardians who are not of the Catholic faith from voting and prevents Catholics from voting in both a public and a separate board election.

b) Candidacy for School Board Elections:

Subsection 27(1) of the Local Government Election Act states as follows:

“ ... a person is qualified to be nominated as a candidate and to hold office if he/she is an elector of the school division ...”
As discussed in a) above, you can only be an elector in the Catholic division by being a member of the Catholic Church.  Therefore, it follows that eligible voters who are not of the Catholic faith can never run for candidacy in a Catholic school board election.

c) Allocation of School Taxes:

The decision to grant attendance rights to children of parents/guardians who are not of the Catholic faith into a Catholic school division should not be confused with decisions regarding taxation.  The requirement of The Education Act is that all Catholics pay taxes to the Prince Albert Roman Catholic Separate School Division No. 6.

This requirement does not infringe upon the individual Catholic's right to freedom of religion, nor does it compel him/her to send their children to a separate school.  Similarly, the requirement is that all those persons who are not of the Catholic faith pay their taxes to the Public School Division.

It is, therefore, unlawful for a representative of either the Separate or Public School Division to indicate that the signing over of taxes is a requirement for admission.

It should be noted that in practice it is difficult to guarantee strict adherence to the current law.  Both the Urban Municipality Act, 1984 (Section 246) and the Rural Municipality Act (Section 271) require municipal officials to accept the statement of any person as to whether he/she is a supporter of public schools or separate schools.

d) Reception of Catholic Sacraments:

Catholic students who attend Catholic schools usually receive the sacraments of Eucharist, Reconciliation and Confirmation in Grades 2 and 7 respectively.

Parents/guardians who are not of the Catholic faith should be given this information with the understanding that their child/children will not be invited to celebrate these sacraments.  While it is true that their child/children will attend Religion classes where this knowledge is imparted, it is important to explain that the actual reception of the sacraments will not take place.

Secondly, when the celebration of the Eucharist takes place during the school day, reception of the Eucharist is reserved for Catholic students only.  
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PASTOR'S REFERENCE
RE: ADMISSION OF NON-CATHOLIC STUDENTS

TO THE PRINCE ALBERT ROMAN CATHOLIC SEPARATE SCHOOL DIVISION NO. 6

	RE:
	Student name(s):
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


To The Principal:

	As you requested, I held an interview with
	

	on
	

	
	

	In my opinion the child/children
	
	should be accepted

	

(please check)
	
	should not be accepted


to the Catholic School based upon their faith commitment and willingness to fully support the Catholic educational program.

	Remarks:
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Respectfully yours,

	
	

	
	

	Pastor of 
	
	Parish

	
	

	Date:
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