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	Background:
	The Board of Education believes that the optimum education of students takes place in the regular school setting.  It does however recognize the option that students and their parents have with regards to alternative educational arrangements as provided by Home-Based Education and Correspondence School.

	
	

	POLICY:
	The Director of Education or designate will make the discretionary decision to approve/disapprove a resident/non-resident parent(s) or guardian(s) request to have access to a Home-Based Education or Correspondence School program.  If approved, these programs will be delivered according to the guidelines, procedures and regulations approved by the Board of Education.

	
	

	Home-Based Education Guidelines:
	1.
Applications for Home-Based Education should be forwarded to the Director or designate by August 15 of the forthcoming school year.

	
	

	
	2. Parents shall submit their written educational plan for each student with their notification of Home-Based Education application form.  Applications will be considered for students aged 6 to 17 years.

	
	

	
	3. The school division will maintain a permanent record of each home-based student.

	
	

	
	4. The school division will exercise the right and responsibility to monitor progress.

	
	

	
	5. The school division will be available for consultation and student assessments when required.

	
	

	
	6. The Director or designate will ensure appropriate support services and resources are made available to the family when required.

	
	

	
	7. Parents will be informed that they are taking full responsibility for their child’s education and of the responsibilities that come with this educational option.

	
	

	
	8. The school division shall determine the appropriate grade level when and if a student returns to a regular school placement.

	
	9. Parents may annually submit a request to the Director or designate for reimbursement of up to $500.00 per legal school-aged student who is being home-schooled.

	
	

	Access to Programs:
	1. Home-based students will be assigned to schools according to the attendance area as if they were enrolled as full-time students.  Parents are encouraged to contact the assigned school in order to receive the school’s newsletter. 

2. Driver Education:  Parents wishing to enroll a home-based student in Driver Education should request that service during the registration process of the school year in which the student is eligible.

3. As the intent is to include home-based students wherever possible, these students are considered to be eligible to participate, at the discretion of the principal, in general events or extra-curricular activities at their assigned school.  Parents are responsible for ensuring that the schools receive reasonable notice of the wish to participate.  Students must meet the same requirement for conduct, participation, and fees as expected of the regular student body.



	
	

	Correspondence School Guidelines:
	1. Applications for Correspondence School courses should be forwarded to the Director or designate by August 15 for the first semester and prior to the Christmas break for the second semester.

	
	

	
	2. Students may only register for a Correspondence School course(s) if the course(s) they are planning on studying is not offered in either of semester one or two of the applicable school year.  Individual exceptions may be considered for students in their graduating year.

	
	

	
	3. The school division will pay the cost of registration, tuition, print materials and GST as charged by the Correspondence School.  Students are asked to initially pay all of these fees when registering for the course(s).  Upon successful completion of the course(s) and upon submission of an official transcript to the Director or designate, full reimbursement will be issued.

	
	

	
	4. Students who qualify as designated Special Needs students or are homebound for medical reasons are eligible for the Correspondence School option.  In such situations, the school division will pay for the correspondence course(s) prior to beginning the course(s).  Upon completion of the course(s) students are expected to submit an official transcript for the course(s) to the Director or designate.
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